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BACKGROUND

ISAT

This report will review the Spring 2013 results for the Illinois Standards 
Achievement Test (ISAT) and Performance Series Results.

The ISAT has been our primary tool for measuring student achievement relative 
to the Illinois Learning Standards (ILS) since 1999.  As you know, as part of the 
state and federal accountability system, ISAT has been administered in math 
and reading to third through eighth grade students each spring, and in science 
to students in grades four and seven. We have disaggregated and analyzed ISAT 
information, first, at the district level, and then, at individual building levels. At 
the district level, results have been used to identify patterns and trends over 
time.  In particular, we have analyzed the progress of various cohort groups 
and used data to make any needed adjustments in curriculum, instruction, 
and teaching materials. At the building level, administrators and teachers have 
used the data in planning for school improvement initiatives and to monitor 
and evaluate student achievement.  

However, with the adoption of the new, rigorous Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) that are replacing the ILS, and with the transitioning efforts in progress 
for school districts around the state, the Illinois State Board of Education 
(ISBE) is planning the final administration of the ISAT for spring 2014.  An 
assessment consortium, the Partnership for Assessment of College and Career 
Readiness, or PARCC as it is commonly known, will create new assessments to 



replace ISATs. The PARCC assessments will align to the CCSS and will provide 
information to ensure that students are annually mastering the skills and 
content benchmarks in math and English language arts (ELA) commensurate 
with grade level expectations to keep them on track for college and career 
readiness.  

For its part, ISBE identified intermediate measures to provide administrators, 
teachers, and parents with a better picture of student’s progress toward college 
and career readiness during this transitional period between the the phase out 
of the ILS and ISAT, and the progression to the CCSS and PARCC. The first of 
these was to announce their decision to recalculate the previously scored and 
published 2012 ISAT scores, using a higher metric related to the new 
standards.  This was reported to the D39 Board in February 2013 as part of 
the report ISAT 2013 Update. Also included in the same report was the ISBE 
decision to align 20% of the questions to the CCSS on the 2013 ISAT, and to 
also raise the performance expectations for students. ISBE recently informed 
school districts that the 2014 administration of ISAT would be 100% aligned 
with CCSS, and would again reflect higher performance expectations for 
elementary, middle, and junior high students to better match the new rigor and 
robustness of the Common Core.  As noted in the February 2013 Board report, 
we question the validity and reliability of our trend data with these changes to 
the assessment content and performance expectations. We also repeat the 
cautionary stance of State Superintendent Dr. Chris Koch, that our students 
are not less capable than they were previously; the changes in performance 
score are a direct result of alterations made to the the grading scale.  As we 
hope you will see in the report that follows, we have tried to present the ISAT 
information in ways that still provide meaningful comparisons.

Performance Series

Performance Series is a web-based, computer-adaptive test that guides 
instructional decisions and is used to monitor each student’s growth over time.  
Our students in grades two through eight are assessed three times yearly (fall, 
winter, and spring) in reading and math using the Performance Series tool. 
Student growth over time is reflected in single scaled scores.  Performance 
Series data, along with other classroom, district, and state assessments, are 
used in evaluating student progress.  It is our practice in District 39 to always 
emphasize the use of multiple assessments, rather than single measures, to 
determine an individual student’s strengths and challenges.  



DATA ANALYSIS

District data for the spring 2013 ISAT and Performance Series are displayed in 
tables on the following pages.  A scaled score is simply a transformation of a 
raw score (number correct) into a standard.  This score is used to track 
achievement or progress over time. In this way, we can make a comparison of 
the scaled score from test administration to test administration (fall, winter, 
spring), or from year-to-year, as in the case of Performance Series.  This is why 
these scores--and Performance Series is an educational yardstick for us in 
District 39.   

Similarly, we will highlight the year-to-year scaled scores for our ISAT results.  
Although student performance remains quite consistent in all areas, the ISBE 
decision to increase performance expectations--or cut scores--to align with the 
more rigorous expectations of the future PARCC assessments, caused a 
decrease in the percentages of students meeting and exceeding state standards.  
Although the state continues to use this for comparison purposes, we do 
question the reliability and validity of the metric, which is further complicated 
by actual changes in the construction of the content of the ISAT tool itself, with 
20% of the 2013 question pool altered to be “Common Core aligned,” and the 
2014 test projected to be “100% Common Core aligned.”  As a result, you will 
notice some changes to the ways we display these data to indicate these 
irregularities.

 
Reading: ISAT and Performance Series

Table 1, below, shows the percentage of students who meet and exceed state 
standards in reading on the ISAT.  The information on this table reflects the 
performance of students who are currently in our fourth grade (third graders at 
the time of testing last spring) through those who are now freshman in high 
school (eighth graders at the time of testing last spring). The horizontal view 
provides a comparison of each cohort’s scores (the same group of students) 
across the grade levels.  The vertical view compares the grade level 
performance of subsequent cohorts.  Cells for the last three years show the 
percentage of students who meet and exceed state standards calculated in two 
ways: First, by the old cut score, and then recalculated with the new 
performance expectation to align more closely with those of the future PARCC 
assessments. For example, 99%/90% indicates the new performance 
expectation has been applied to the number to the right of the slash: old cut 
score/new cut score. The most recent scaled score for each grade level appears 
in boldface print. You will notice these scores are significantly above the state 
ranges and averages, and that each grade level cohort demonstrates a trend of 
consistent yearly increases as students progress through our school system.



Table 2, below, shows the percentage of students in the average range and 
above on the yearly spring assessment data for Performance Series reading. 
The horizontal view provides a comparison of each cohort’s scores (the same 
group of students) across the grade levels.  The vertical view compares the 
grade level performance of subsequent cohorts.  As you can see from the table 
below, we have been administering Performance Series to students in second 
grade through eight grade for the past five years (beginning with our class of 
2015).  These data have correlated closely with the ISAT data on the previous 
page in that achievement has been consistently high over the years, ranging 
from 92 to 100 percent of students in the average range or above in reading.  
Our scaled scores are above the highest number in each grade level range and 
above the national average score for each grade level. 

Reading State Scaled Score 
Average Range

State Average 
Scaled Score

Grade 3 207 -235 209.5

Grade 4 217 -248 220.1

Grade 5 228 - 260 232.6

Grade 6 237 - 266 240.9

Grade 7 239 -270 243.1

Grade 8 248 -270 250.9

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Class of 2013
Current Grade 9

SS 224.4
94%

SS 241.6 
95%

SS 250
94%

SS 260.5
97%/86%

SS 265.7
97%/90%

SS 269.3
99%/90%

Class of 2014
Current Grade 8

SS 228.2 
92%

SS 244.9
95%

SS 251.7
96%/91%

SS 265.2
97%/91%

SS 271.0
97%/91%

Class of 2015
Current Grade 7

SS 227
94%

SS 240.3
95%/90%

SS 252.9
97%/92%

SS 262.5
97%/89%

Class of 2016
Current Grade 6

SS 229.9
96%/86%

SS 242.4
97%/88%

SS 258.6
97%/93%

Class of 2017
Current Grade 5

SS 232.2
96%/89%

SS 241.9
96%/89%

Class of 2018
Current Grade 4

SS 237.9
97%/92%

Table 1

Table 1:  ISAT 2013 Reading 
Average Scaled Scores & Percentage of Students who Meet and Exceed State Standards



Math:  ISAT and Performance Series 

Table 3, below, shows the percentage of students who meet and exceed state 
standards in math on the ISAT.  The information on this table reflects the 
performance of students who are currently in our fourth grade (third graders at 
the time of testing last spring) through those who are now freshman in high 
school (eighth graders at the time of testing last spring). The horizontal view 
provides a comparison of each cohort’s scores (the same group of students) 
across the grade levels.  The vertical view compares the grade level 
performance of subsequent cohorts.  As was displayed for ISAT reading, cells 
for the last three years show the percentage of students who meet and exceed 
state standards calculated in two ways: First, by the old cut score, and then 
recalculated with the new performance expectation to align more closely with 
those of the future PARCC assessments. For example, 99%/90% indicates the 
new performance expectation has been applied to the number to the right of 
the slash: old cut score/new cut score). The most recent scaled score for each 
grade level appears in boldface print. You will notice these scores are 
significantly above the state ranges and averages, and that each grade level 

Table 2:  Performance Series Reading 2009 - 2013
Average Scaled Scores (SS) & Percentage of Students in Average Range and Above 

Reading
National Scaled 
Score Average 

Range

National 
Average 

Score

Grade 2 1700 - 2400 2265

Grade 3 2050 - 2680 2488

Grade 4 2280 - 2830 2665

Grade 5 2450 - 2930 2786

Grade 6 2590 - 3010 2865

Grade 7 2660 - 3030 2894

Grade 8 2750 - 3090 2958

Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Class of 2013
Current Grade 9

SS 2855
96%

SS 2943
93%

SS 3060
95%

SS 3123
98%

SS 3185
98%

Class of 2014
Current Grade 8

SS 2759
97%

SS 2895
97%

SS 2984
95%

SS 3079
99%

SS 3168
95%

Class of 2015
Current Grade 7

SS 2482
92%

SS 2742
97%

SS 2901
96%

SS 3002
98%

SS 3081
99%

Class of  2016
Current Grade 6

SS 2555
98%

SS 2796
97%

SS 2919
99%

SS 3038
99%

Class of 2017
Current Grade 5

SS 2509
94%

SS 2747
99%

SS 2895
97%

Class of 2018
Current Grade 4

SS 2582
100%

SS 2804
99%

Class of 2019
Current Grade 3

SS 2536
99%

Table 2



cohort demonstrates a trend of consistent yearly increases as students 
progress through our school system.

.

Table 4, below, shows the percentage of students in the average range and 
above on the yearly spring assessment data for Performance Series math. The 
horizontal view provides a comparison of each cohort’s scores (the same group 
of students) across the grade levels.  The vertical view compares the grade level 
performance of subsequent cohorts.  As you can see from the table below, we 
have been administering Performance Series to students in second grade 
through eighth grade for the past three years (beginning with our class of 
2017).  Performance Series data have correlated closely with the ISAT data on 
the previous page in that achievement has been consistently high over the 
years, ranging from 93 to 99 percent of students in the average range or above 
in reading.  Our scaled scores are above the highest number in each grade level 
range and above the national average score for each grade level.

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Class of 2013
Current Grade 9

SS 236.9
99%

SS 250.3
99%

SS 258.2
96%

SS 277
96%/90%

SS 288.3
97%/89%

SS 304.1
99%/89%

Class of 2014
Current Grade 8

SS 243
98%

SS 252.8
 99%

SS 263.8
97%/89%

SS 280.5
97%/87%

SS 290.8
97%/90%

Class of 2015
Current Grade 7

SS 239.1
98%

SS 250.5
97%/86%

SS 261.8
97%/88%

SS 278.8
96%/86%

Class of 2016
Current Grade 6

SS 246.5
97%/84%

SS 255.2
95%/81%

SS 268.8
98%/89%

Class of 2017
Current Grade 5

SS 248.7
98%/91%

SS 252.8
99%/88%

Class of 2018
Current Grade 4

SS 249.1
99%/91%

Table 3

Math
State Scaled 

Score Average 
Range

State Average 
Scaled Score

Grade 3 214 -254 217.1

Grade 4 224 - 266 231.3

Grade 5 235 - 279 242.7

Grade 6 247 - 291 255.6

Grade 7 257 - 301 264.3

Grade 8 267 - 309 275.2

Table 3:  ISAT 2013 Math
Average Scaled Scores & Percentage of Students who Meet and Exceed State Standards



Science:  ISAT

Table 5, below, shows the percentage of students who meet and exceed state 
standards in science on the ISAT.  The state assesses science achievement in 
fourth and seventh grades, only.  The information on this table reflects 
students who are currently in our fifth grade (fourth graders at the time of 
testing last spring through those who are now ninth graders). Please note that 
current eighth graders took the science ISAT at the time of testing last spring, 
and their average scaled scores and percentage of students meeting and 
exceeding state standards, along with the current fifth grade data, appear in 
boldface print. The horizontal view provides the scores for cohort groups in 
fourth grade, and again in their seventh grade year. The vertical view compares 
the grade level performance of subsequent cohort groups. Achievement is 
consistently high, ranging from 96 - 98 percent of students meeting and 
exceeding state standards; slight deviations are not statistically significant at

Table 4:  Performance Series Math 2009 - 2013
Average Scaled Scores (SS) & Percentage of Students in Average Range and Above

Table 4 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Class of 2013
Current Grade 9

SS 2611
95%

SS 2698
93%

SS 2815
97%

SS 2900
98%

SS 3012
98%

Class of 2014
Current Grade 8

SS 2509
95%

SS 2631
97%

SS 2713
96%

SS 2841
99%

SS 2930
98%

Class of 2015
Current Grade 7

SS 2493
93%

SS 2620
96%

SS 2717
97%

SS 2836
99%

Class of 2016
Current Grade 6

SS 2536
98%

SS 2654
99%

SS 2765
99%

Class of 2017
Current Grade 5

SS 2340
94%

SS 2517
99%

SS 2629
99%

Class of 2018
Current Grade 4

SS 2372
99%

SS 2537
99%

Class of 2019
Current Grade 3

SS 2342
99%

Math National Scaled Score 
Average Range

National 
Average Score

Grade 2 1890 - 2200 2191

Grade 3 2080 - 2460 2366

Grade 4 2230 - 2570 2473

Grade 5 2320 - 2690 2569

Grade 6 2430 - 2800 2666

Grade 7 2500 - 2860 2724

Grade 8 2560 - 2920 2782



these high levels of achievement. Our scaled scores in science are well above 
the highest number in each of the state scaled score ranges and the state 
averages.

Also important to note, our CONNECTED Strategic Plan focuses specifically on 
the scientific inquiry portion of the fourth grade ISAT to measure the impact of 
our new curriculum that is inquiry-based in its design.  Using 2011 as a 
baseline, Table 6, below, tracks the impact of our new curriculum during the 
first two years of implementation.  

Table 6: ISAT Science Standard 11 A & B for Scientific InquiryTable 6: ISAT Science Standard 11 A & B for Scientific InquiryTable 6: ISAT Science Standard 11 A & B for Scientific Inquiry

Year Average items correct 
for all 4th graders

Average % correct

2011 11.7 items out of 15 total 78%

2012 12.3 items out of 15 total 82%

2013 12.0 items out of 15 total 80%

The new science curriculum is being implemented in grades seven and eight 
during the current school year, and we will have the first opportunity to see its 
potential impact on the seventh grade ISAT scores in spring 2014.  It is 
unfortunate that future standardized testing in science is uncertain at this 
time due to the final ISAT administration in spring 2014, and we are eagerly 
awaiting word from the state on decisions about future assessment plans for 
this critical content area.    

Table 5:  ISAT 2013 Science (tested only at grades 4 & 7)
Average Scaled Scores & Percentage of Students who Meet and Exceed State Standard

Table 5 Grade 4 Grade 7

Class of 2013
Current Grade 9

SS 232
98%

SS 266.2
98%

Class of 2014
Current Grade 8

SS 233.8
97%

SS 267.0
96%

Class of 2015
Current Grade 7

SS 230.7
98%

Class of 2016
Current Grade 6

SS 233.2
98%

Class of 2017
Current Grade 5

SS 230.3
96%

Science

State 
Scaled Score 

Average 
Range

State 
Average 

Scaled Score

Grade 4 187 - 236 211.2

Grade 7 214 - 259 238.4



Performance Comparisons by Gender

As part of our data analysis, we always look for any significant trends in our 
data that may lead us to make shifts in instructional practices, in curricular 
sequencing, in material acquisitions, and so forth.  In particular, the Board has 
called into question whether gender is significantly impacting student 
performance in District 39. Ultimately, we are most interested in our “end 
product,” or the point when boys and girls complete their educational 
experience in District 39. Do we see gender equity demonstrated in their 
growth and achievement in reading, math, and science?  

Graphs 1 and 2, below, track national percentile rankings in reading from 
third grade through eighth grade for the class of 2013, comparing boys to girls, 
on ISAT and Performance Series. You will notice the remarkable performance 
similarities of boys and girls over time and that this is corroborated by both 
measurements.

Graphs 3 and 4, below, show similar performance profiles in math for boys 
and girls for the class of 2013.  Additionally, Graph 4 illustrates the “end 
point,” where we see some slight discrepancies in grades three through five, 

and then these gender issues narrow by the time our students leave us at the 
end of their eighth grade year.National percentile ranking data by gender for 
ISAT and Performance Series have been maintained in reading and math for 
each class cohort and are included in the attachments for this Board report.

Graph 1: Graph 2:

Graph 3: Graph 4:



Graph 5, below, tracks the national percentile rank for each cohort’s ISAT 
science performance, by gender, for the test administered in grade four and 
then again in grade seven. Data is displayed for the classes where we can show 
trend data for fourth and seventh grades: 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. 
It is interesting to note the small discrepancies in rankings between our boys 
and girls.  We also see remarkably consistent levels of performance regardless 
of the cohort year.  As of this school year, we are in our first year implementing 
the new science curriculum at the seventh and eight grade levels in the 
District.  We anticipate a positive impact of the engaging inquiry-based format 
on all students in terms of the ways in which knowledge and skills are 
developed.  (Gender breakdowns for current fifth graders [class of 2017] who 
took the science test last spring as fourth graders, and for current sixth 
graders [class of 2016] who took the test as fourth graders in spring 2012 will 
be included as attachments to this Board report since we do not yet have 
seventh grade comparison scores for these cohorts.)
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Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)

Since the passage of the No Child Left Behind Act (2001), districts are rated on 
their progress towards the requirement that 100% of all students will meet or 
exceed state standards by 2014. Test scores are analyzed by district, by school, 
and by the following subgroups: English Language Learners (ELL), various 
ethnic groups, economically disadvantaged, and students with disabilities. In 
Illinois, subgroups of fewer than 45 students are not reported in calculations of 
AYP.  

Each state was charged with establishing a timeline for reaching 100% 
achievement level for Spring 2014. For the 2010-11 school year, the Illinois 
target was 85% passage rate for students meeting or exceeding state 
standards. For the 2011-2012 school year, passage rate was set at 92.5% for 
all students. However, ISBE requested a one-year stay of using 85% for the 
target. For the most recent ISAT administration, spring 2013, the target was 
reestablished at 92.5% for students meeting or exceeding standards.  This 
leads toward the expectation of 100% of all students meeting or exceeding 
standard with the final administration of ISAT in spring 2014. 

Prior to the 2010-11 school year, District 39 met AYP requirements for all 
subgroups. However, the 2011 ISAT scores revealed that District 39 met AYP in 
all but two areas. While as a district, 96% of our students met or exceeded 
standards for reading, the percentage meeting or exceeding for the subgroup,  
“students with disabilities,” was 76.1%. Similarly, 96.3% of all our Wilmette 
Junior High students met or exceeded standards in math.  However, in this 
case, 73.5% for the “students with disabilities” subgroup did not meet AYP in 
math.   

Results of 2012 ISAT revealed the Wilmette Junior High improved their math 
scores and met the 85% target using the “Safe Harbor” provision. District 
scores as a whole also improved and the District met AYP in reading. However, 
for the 2012 ISAT, Highcrest Middle School students did not meet the target 
score in math, and neither did the District as a whole. 

Results of recently released 2013 ISAT show us meeting AYP measures as “a 
district.”  Wilmette Junior High also met the 92.5% target using the Safe 
Harbor provision. However, we again have additional subgroups that do not 
meet the targeted 92.5%, even with “Safe Harbor” provisions:

• Highcrest Middle School did not meet AYP in math or reading for the 
subgroup, “students with disabilities,” for the third year, requiring their 
identification under NCLB as, “Academic Early Warning Year 1.” 

• In addition, Romona School did not meet AYP in reading for the category, 
“all students,” in reading for, “white students,” and in math for, “all 
students.”

Increases to performance expectations and AYP targets also factored in these 



subgroups not achieving AYP status. 

Locally, New Trier High School was the first local district impacted by NCLB 
requirements, not achieving AYP in math or reading in 2010 for their 
subgroup, “students with disabilities.” Subsequently, elementary districts in 
the townships with subgroups large enough to be calculated for AYP have been 
impacted, such as Wilmette D39 and Glencoe D35, while other township 
districts are exempt because they do not have 45 students that fit into a 
subgroup, such as Avoca D37 and Kenilworth D38.  District 39 remains 
committed to all students achieving at high levels. We analyze the individual 
test scores of those students with disabilities who did not meet state standards 
to determine areas for increased instruction and intervention.  Individual 
schools address these needs through their school improvement planning at the 
micro level, and our strategic planning efforts address these needs at the 
macro level.

The current NCLB targets will eventually cause every school in the nation to 
fail at achieving the 2014 AYP of 100% of students meeting and exceeding 
standards even with Safe Harbor calculations. Additionally, Congress has failed 
to reauthorize the act since 2007.  President Obama recognizes this dilemma in 
the structuring of the AYP expectations for 100% proficiency and has been 
allowing States to apply for waivers to provide regulatory relief to states. These 
states will be required to create their own accountability systems.  Indeed, 
Illinois State Board of Education has submitted a waiver application, with a 
growth metric and multiple measures index as required for the waiver 
application, to replace the one measure of AYP for data on student achievement 
growth and school/district accountability. To date, ISBE has not received a 
response to the application from the Federal Government to the waiver request.     

CONCLUSIONS

As State Superintendent, Chris Koch, predicted, school districts throughout 
the state have seen their ISAT scores declined as a result of the increase in cut 
scores on the math and reading tests.  Indeed, the statewide composite score 
for students meeting and exceeding standards on the ISAT dropped over 20 
points from 82.1% in 2012 to 61.9% in 2013, similar to the projections made 
when the decision was made to raise the cut scores last January. Dr. Koch 
reminds us, “This drop does not reflect on students as a group or individuals--
we raised the bar on performance levels...so that students are on track for high 
school and eventually prepared to succeed in college, career and daily life.”  We 
were fortunate that scores in District 39 did not mirror the state decline 
following the increased performance expectations and Common Core alignment 
of question content.  Still, our composite score for students meeting and 
exceeding standards on the ISAT did decrease minimally by 6.4% from 97.0% 
in 2012 to 90.56% in 2013.  We are not surprised by this change, understand 



its catalysts, and are actively implementing measures to address this 
transitional period as reported in last month’s report to Board.

As part of this transitional period, we are preparing for the final administration 
of ISAT in spring 2014, with its increasing performance expectations and 
projections for 100% of test questions written to the CCSS.  ISBE has not made 
predictions yet for the statewide impact of these measures on the 2014 tests, 
but barring a reprieve by the federal government in the form of a waiver to 
mitigate the consequences of AYP, we anticipate virtually all schools in the 
state, along with those in District 39, will not achieve the 100% targets set for 
next year.  

For our purposes, the changes to ISAT content and performance expectations, 
combined with its termination date, compromises our ability to use its data for 
longitudinal analysis. Therefore, until we learn more about the scope and 
capacity of PARCC data to inform us about student growth, achievement, and 
instructional decisions, Performance Series becomes our most reliable data 
source in District 39.  As Global Scholar, the company that develops the 
Performance Series assessments, continues to develop their product line, they 
have offered us the opportunity to align the test results to the CCSS so that 
teachers can set learning objectives for students based on the most recent test 
results for their students. This provides our teachers with an additional set of 
tools to make the full transition to the CCSS in math and ELA as they make 
instructional decisions to help all students achieve these standards.  

Additionally, the demise of ISAT leaves us without a standardized tool for 
assessing student achievement in science, as PARCC does not include science 
in its suite of assessments.  New standards for science, the Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS), have been finalized and we are awaiting their 
approval by ISBE. Similar to the CCSS for math and ELA, these new standards 
for science will require most school districts to make curricular and 
instructional changes. Fortunately for District 39, our curriculum review for 
science took into consideration the development of NGSS, and as a result, we 
do not anticipate any significant changes to the scope and sequencing of our 
curriculum. However, the changes to the science standards provide an 
opportunity at the state or national level for the development of rigorous 
standardized assessments that incorporate the scientific practices, cross-
cutting content, and disciplinary core ideas of the NGSS, and we eagerly await 
word of these developments.

As you have seen in this report, the data in both ISAT and Performance Series 
confirm that our students continue to demonstrate high levels of achievement 
overall, and that both boys and girls are demonstrating remarkably similar 
levels of competencies in math, reading, and science.  It will be interesting to 
evaluate the impact of the CCSS and the science curriculum over the next 
several years to determine if these trends continue.  Linked to this, we are very 












